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Ponchatoula’s
Cortni April
singing a
Rocket ride
to success

BRYAN T. McMAHON

he has a stage name, a re-
¥ding date, numerous upcom-
ing concert perfurmances,;lan‘,dr

1igh School. o

“Cortni April,” daughterof
Randy "and Colleen Butters,
has both eyes on her musical

" future, all while maintaining
her standing on the honor roll
at PJHS. And she has wisely
surrounded herself with those
who can make her dream of be-
ing a famous recording artist a
reality.

Asked how long she has-béen
singing, she replies, “T've been
singing since I could talk.”

Peers will remember her
taking part in the Martha-Vin-
yard Chorus in fifth and sixth
grades. -

She not only has been sing-
ing. she has been trained by
some of the finest music teach-
ers in the area, Dr. Ted (Hud-
speth M.D.Ys Music Center,
SLU Professor David Bernard,
and Ben Hastings of Albany's
Artist Development Center,
husband of her producer Brityn
Lotz of the Sun Coast Music
Group.

She is a member of the West
Bank-hased Louisiana Kids,
the New Orleans division. of
the popular performance group,
and has finished at the top of
the Mandeville 1dol and Cres-
cent City Talent Showcase ben-
efitting the Ronald McDonald
House .

“She’s focused and can han-
dle hoth her music and her
studies,” says her teacher and
producer Brityn Lotz. The sing-
er lays out her immediate fu-
ture with the precision of The
Beatles’ Brian Epstein: “The
first step is recording the CD

desk at Ponchatoula Juniof

PJHS singer-scholar
releasing first CD
on an independent label, which
should go on sale near the first
of the year, followed by promo-

tions and concerts.”

The album will showcase her
singing “covers” of other artists’
works, with her own songwrit-
ing to be featurcd on future
CDs.

The -up and coming singer
says her own current favor-
jtes are Taylor Swift, Britney
Spears, and Carrie Underwood,
and one assumes she would like
to join thetr place in the pop fir-
mament.

And with a Dad like Randy
Butters, a Ponchatoula-based
Waffle House executive who
has the clout to get his daugh-
ter's first recording a place
on Waffle House jukchoxes
throughout the wide region, the
group of fans of all ages eager
to see Cortni April succeed has
a devoted member. Randy But-
ters’ cell phone ring tone is his
daughter singing.

Cortni  April also counts
grandparents Ronald and Deb-
bie Faciane among her biggest
fans.

Buoyed by this level of sup-
port, the singer easily admits
to her interviewer, “I do dream
of being a famous singer.” And
that kind of dreaming 1s catch-
ing.

Her sister, stage name “Chel-
bi Dale,” 12, is an aspiring ac-
tress.



